
versity of Tennessee, Nashville. 1881, died recently at his home
in Chickaska, I. T.

N. Prentiss Potter, M.D. Medical School of Maine at Bow-
doin College. Brunswick, 1871, died at his home in Bridgton,
Maine, April 18.

John R. G. Allison, M.D. Jefferson Medical College. Philadel¬
phia, 1884, formerly of Le Roy. Pa., died recently in Centre
County, Pa.

D'Albert Hiller, M.D. California Years of Practice. 1876. died
at his home in San Francisco, April 25. after a long illness,
aged 65.

James E. Thompson, M.D., died from erysipelas at his home
in Kansas City, Kan.. April 17, after an illness of four days,
aged 54.

Kristian G. Hofflund. M.D. Keoknk (Iowa) Medical College,
1891, of Baltic, S. D., died recently at Dell Rapids, S. D.

Richard W. Birchett, M.D. Louisville Medical College, 1873.
died at his home in Owenton, Ivy., May 3, aged 67.

Julia A. Powers Mills, M.D., died from uremia at Mills
Mills. N. Y., February 10. aged 85.

The Diseases of Society (The Vice and Crime Problem). By
G. Frank Lydston, M.D., Professor of Genito-urinary Surgery, State
University of Illinois. Cloth. Pp. 624. Price, $3.00 net. Phila-
delphia : J. P. Lippincott Co. 1904.

As its title indicates, this book covers an extensive subject
and one in which the physician as well as the sociologist is,
or should be, deeply interested. The social diseases of our

times as well as of the past form what we might call an at-
tractively repulsive subject, one that is of wide general interest
to the student of social problems, covering in fact the larger
part of his field of investigation. Man as an individual is a

bundle of evil possibilities, many of them realized, and in the
aggregate he cannot be said to be much better. Lydston's
book, therefore, is a portrayal of the darker side of humanity
and what will be a vivid and startling one to most casual
readers. Its point of view is that of a scientific materialism;
the criminal and the social transgressor as a class are looked
on as largely the product of heredity and environment. We
say "largely" because the author admits that the pendulum
of progress has swung possibly too far in the material direc¬
tion and therefore rejects some of what he considers the ex¬

treme opinions of the present day. To those who read the
work with an orthodox theological bias, however, there will
be many things to which to take exception. The author's
personality is very strongly in evidence in many ways, but
the book is a live one, and one that ought to be studied by
all social and moral reformers even if they can not share its
author's views in all respects. To some his ideas on political
and social matters will seem too pessimistic, and to others
his remedies offered may appear inadequate. The reformation
of society will be brought about, in his opinion, by such meas¬

ures, among others, as the scientific regulation of marriage,
the sterilization of criminals and defectives, etc., and he pos¬
sibly does not take sufficiently into consideration the element
of the idea of a super rational sanction on the motives of
human conduct in the evolution of morals and in human prog¬
ress. This, however, is a matter in which the reader will agree
or disagree with the author according to his predilections.
Lydston's humanitarian spirit, however, is manifest through¬
out and the most orthodox reformers will find in his practical
views far more with which they are in accord than with which
they must disagree. As a collection of valuable information
on the subjects of which it treats too much cannot be said of
the work. It is needless to say that it is written in the usual
vigorous English with which the other writings of this author
have made us acquainted ; it is altogether one of the very best
works that has yet appeared on this now more than ever en¬

grossing branch of social study.
The Modern Mastoid Operation. By Frederick Whiting. A.M.,

M.D., Professor of Otology, Cornell University Medical College.
Illustrated by 25 Half-tone and 23 Key Plates Made from Original
Drawings. Half Leather. Pp. 353. Price, $6.00. Philadelphia:
P. Blakiston's Son & Co. 1905.

The half-tone reproductions, a special feature of this work,

have been excellently done from a series of artistic original
drawings, true to nature, illustrating the details of the various
steps in the operation, together with other drawings showing
the points in the anatomy of the temporal bone which must
be kept clearly in mind while performing the operation on the
mastoid. In order not to detract from the clearness of these
reproductions the author has made a set of pen sketches from
which zinc etchings have been made. These are labeled and
printed on the pages opposite the half-tone plates and serve as

keys. The value of the volume as an atlas will be well worth
the price of the bookto one who would familiarize himself
with the details of the modern mastoid operation. The illus-
trations will serve as an excellent guide which a beginner can
use in working out for himself the technic of the operation on
the cadaver. The careful attention to detail Avhich the author
has sliOAvn in the preparation of the draAvings indicates Avell
the character of the text. No detail from the preparation of
the patient to the closure of the Avound is too insignificant to
receive his most careful critical attention. The first three
chapters of the book dealing respectively      "The DeA'elop-
ment of the Operation for Drilling the Mastoid Process." "The
SeliAvartze Operation," and "The Complete Modern Mastoid
Operation, a Flap Operation," serve as an excellent introduc¬
tion to the subsequent chapters on the technic of the modern
operation, for a knoAvledge of the history of the operation on
the mastoid is necessary for an understanding of the modern
operation and a just appreciation of its A'arious details. The
chapters on the technical portion of the operation also sIioav
painstaking critical attention to detail. The clear and definite
manner in Avhich each step of the operation is treated gives
eA'idence of the careful Avork of the experienced surgeon. The
author makes a strong plea for the flap method of making
the opening in the integument, and also for the complete ex¬
oneration of all the mastoid cells. His logical conclusions
on these questions have the support of an ample experience
Avith the other methods in vogue.

The Vermiform Appendix and Its Diseases. By Howard A.
Kelly, A.B., M.D., Professor of Gynecology in the Johns Hopkins
Hospital. Baltimore, and E. Hurdon, M.D., Assistant in Gynecology
in the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore. With 399 Original
Illustrations. Some in Colors, and 3 Lithographic Plates. Cloth.
Pp. 827. Price, $10.00 net. Philadelphia and London: W. B.
Saunders & Co. 1905.

This is by far the most elaborate work that has yet ap-
peared on this subject. The opening fifty pages are historical
and trace in an interesting manner the growth of our knowl-
edge of the affections of the appendix and their treatment.
Following are about one hundred and fifty pages devoted to
the anatomy and physiology of this organ and associated
parts. Here one finds not only practically all of the almost
innumerable anatomic variations of this region carefully de-
scribed and depicted, but also an extensive description of its
embryology and comparative anatomy. There is scarcely a

clinical form, or a symptom or a complication of this multi-
form disease which is not mentioned, and many unusual
cases and interesting points connected therewith not elsewhere
published have been obtained by personal communication from
many prominent operators throughout the country. An in-
teresting chapter is that on appendicitis in typhoid fever.
That the appendix should be involved in typhoid fever is not
surprising considering the large amount of lymphoid tissue
contained in it. In a number of cases the symptoms referable
to the appendix have overshadowed for the time those due to
the typhoid fever, and operations have been done, the cases

subsequently passing through a regular typhoid. An entire
chapter is devoted to appendicitis in the child, and the fre¬
quency with which mistakes in diagnosis are made in these
young subjects, with resulting improper treatment, is cleanly
presented. The treatment, which is of so much interest at
this time, is handled in a very judicious manner. One very
pertinent sentence will bear repeating and should never be
forgotten. "It may be positively stated that no case of ap¬
pendicitis where an operation was necessary was ever operated
on too soon, and when the decision to operate is made no
consideration, however plausible, should be admitted as a
reason for unnecessary delay." The publisher's part has been
unusually well done, and the illustrations are unequaled in
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excellence in any similar Avork Avhich has been presented to

the profession. In fact the illustrations are marvels of ex¬

cellence and are a credit to all concerned. The authors and
publishers deserA'e special credit for the volume.

Climate and Health in Hot Countries and the Outlines of
Tropical Climatology. A Popular Treatise on Personal Hygiene in
the Hotter Parts of the World, and on the Climates That Will Be
Met with Within Them. By Lieut.-Col. G. M. Giles, M.B., F.R.C.S.,
Indian Medical Service (Retd.). Cloth. Pp. 109. Price, $3.00
net. New York: William Wood & Co. 1905.

The first and larger part of this volume is devoted to a

popular exposition of the points of personal hygiene as ap-
plied to hot countries. Although written for the non-profes-
sional reader, it is of interest and value to physicians as well.
The subject is treated under such headings as housing and do-
mestic architecture, clothing, water and food, the tropical
day, management of children in hot climates, tents and camp
sanitation, prevention of malaria, prevention and treatment of
common tropical diseases. The author writes with authority
and his recommendations show that he is perfectly conversant
with the conditions which must be met by traveler and resi-
dent in the tropics. The second part is devoted to a detailed
description of localities within the tropics. The fact that cli-
mates in the hot parts of the world vary more than those in
temperate zones is not generally appreciated. Numerous
meteorologic tables increase the usefulness as a book of refer-
ence. As is to be expected of an English writer, those coun¬
tries which are dependent on Great Britain are most fully
described. Fifty-seven pages are devoted to the lands border¬
ing the Mediterranean, other portions of Africa, Madagascar,
Mauritius, the Red Sea and its coasts, Asia, the Malay Archi¬
pelago, Northern Australia and the Pacific islands, but less
than twenty are given to the American continents, i. e., the
southern states of this country, Mexico, West Indies, tropical
South America, Bermuda and Madeira. Although the subject
of tropical hygiene is intrinsically interesting, it now appeals
to Americans more than formerly, since many of our people
will hereafter live within the tropics.

The Preparation and After-Treatment of Section Cases.
By W. J. Stewart McKay, M.B., M.Ch., B.Sc., Senior Surgeon of
the Lewisham Hospital for Women and Children, Sydney. Cloth.
Pp. 651. Price, 15 shillings net. London: Bailliere, Tindall &
Cox. 1905.

Mr. McKay was a co-worker with Christopher Martin under
the late Lawson Tait. His training, though supplemented by
continental observation, is distinctly British, and his books
reflect the methods in vogue in Britain in the preparation and
post-operative management of celiotomies. As American op-
erators are now closely in touch with continental surgeons,
they will doubtless be interested in the viewpoint of the British
laparotomist transplanted, though he be, to antipodal shores.
The object of Mr. McKay has been to prepare for the beginner
in abdominal technic, a work so circumstantial and minute in
its method as to take the place of a hospital interneship, as

far as possible. He has certainly brought together a remark-
able amount of elementary information, much of which will be
of value to the experienced surgeon, while the frequent refer-
ences to individual cases gives a touch of concreteness to theo-
retical statement. The author discusses with much ability
the complications occasionally observed after abdominal sec-

tion, and enters into their management or relief by secondary
operation with his customary thoroughness. It is a pleasure
to commend a book into which the writer throws himself so

unreservedly and generously as does Mr. McKay in the pres¬
ent work.

Miscellany
Proportion of the Sexes in the United States.—Statistics of

the United States Census Bureau sIioav that there are in the
United States 1,638,321 more males than females, the rela¬
tive excess of males being greater than the average for ai!
countries AA'hose population has been counted Avhh distinction
of sex. The cities of the United States, hoAvever, contain
more females than males. Perhaps more Avomen find employ¬
ment in cities.

The Automobile and Tuberculosis.— French physician, M.
Blanchet, advises the use of the automobile by consumptives.
He claims that the rapid movement in the open air reduces
the tendency to cough and improves the appetite. It causes
refreshing sleep, the motion acting as a sedative to the ner-
vous system and the increased oxygénation assisting to the
same effect. The dangers of the" automobile are dust, which
should be avoided, chilling the cutaneous surface, and over¬

doing the exercise by excessive speed. Great speed induces
anxiety and enervates the patient.

Resection of Nerve for Gangrene of Foot.—Bardescu of Rou-
mania reports in Spitalul, No. 22, 1904, the case of a farmer,
33 years old, Avho suffered from painful, spontaneous gangrene
of one foot. Epidural cocainization failed to relieve, as also
stretching of the external and internal popliteal nerves. Fin¬
ally, the internal popliteal nerve \vas resected for 4 to 5 em.
in the popliteal space, and the pains Avere at once abolished.
The gangrene also began to show signs of demarcation, allow¬
ing disarticulation later under favorable circumstances. The,
sensibility of the entire region returned.

Pharmacist and Physician.—"At present the market ia
flooded with ready-made preparations suitable for all ills
and diseases. All that is required is to read the printed mat¬
ter on such a package, follow the directions, take from one
to twenty bottles and you are cured. It requires no skill or

knoAvledge to sell these preparations, either by a graduate
pharmacist or by a department store clerk who does not know
arsenic from indigo." Thus wrote J. H. Droge in the Phar¬
maceutical Era. His words apply Avell to some remedies used
by physicians and it requires little knoAA'ledge to prescribe
these remedies.

The Best General Liniment.—Looking over the AA'hole field of
such preparations, and having used it in practice for over

thirty-five years, the National Druggist declares the following
to be the best liniment for general use:

R. Glacial acetic acid.
Oil of turpentine, an.Si 30|
Yolk of one egg.
Water q. s. ad.gviii 240|

Mix the oil of turpentine, yolk of egg and acetic acid by
shaking vigorously together. To the resultant emulsion add
the AA'ater, a little at a time, shaking well after each addition.
Of course, this must not be used on an inflamed surface.

Tobacco and Audition.—According to Delie (Revue Hebdom¬
adaire de Laryngologie), tobacco has a direct action on the
auditory nerve, producing a trophoneurosis by its action on the
circulation through the sympathetic. Like other toxic neurii.es
it is progressive, affecting both ears simultaneously without
affording any objective symptoms. He specially advises caution
in the use of tobacco by those subject to weakness of audition
or ear disease, or those predisposed to arteriosclerosis by
heredity, all the more so the younger the patient. L. Schott
of Nauheim has observed arterial sclerosis in smokers of fif¬
teen years of age, and Wyatt-Wingrave has found eight cases
of nervous deafness among patients aged betAveen twenty-four
and forty years.

Tuberculosis Mortality in Paris.—Tuberculosis is the cause
of between 12,000 and 13,000 deaths per annum in the city
of Paris, or about a quarter of the total mortality. Ferdinand
Marie-Davy (Journal de Hygiene) reports a study of the
subject Avith special reference to the density of population in
the different sections of the city and also AA'ith special reference
to the ventilation, using the number of doors and AvindoAvs
per each house dweller as an index. The proportion of deaths
from tuberculosis ranges from 1.3 per 1,000 in the eighth
arrondissement, Avhere the proportion of doors and AvindoAvs
¡s 4.2 for each inhabitant, to 8.2 per 1,000 in the tAA'elfth
arrondissement, where there are only 1.8 doors and windows
per inhabitant. This proportion of doors and windows is in
accordance Avith a certain interior space and therefore affords
an index to the overcroAvding of the population as Avell as

to the A'entilation. The importance of these factors in the mor¬

tality from tuberculosis is sufficiently evident.
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